
Question Stems 
Intended to help students write open-ended, higher-level questions for a Socratic seminar. 

 
1. What criteria would you use to assess… 

2. How would you determine… 

3. How could you verify… 

4. What information would you use… 

5. What data was used to evaluate… 

6. How would you generate a plan to… 

7. What facts can you gather… 

8. How would you explain the reason… 

9. What alternative would you suggest for… 

10. What would happen if… 

11. What evidence in the text can you find that… 

12. What explanation do you have for… 

13. What ideas support/validate… 

14. What is the problem with… 

15. What is your analysis of… 

16. How would you compile the facts for… 

17. How would you elaborate on the reason… 

18. What facts can you gather… 

19. What would happen if… 

20. What criteria would you use to assess… 

21. What data was used to evaluate… 
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